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Background

- Second units are self-contained residential units with kitchen and 

bathroom facilities within detached, semi-detached and

townhome/rowhouses or accessory structures located on the same 

property;

- Planning Act requires municipalities have Official Plan policies and 

Zoning that permits second residential units. 

- Planning staff tabled draft second unit policies at the June 11, 2018 

PHEDSC meeting.



Second unit 
contained within 
the main building



Second  unit within 
an accessory 
building located on 
the same property



Benefits of 
Second Units

- Additional rental housing 

supply.

- Increases residential density 

and takes advantage of 

existing infrastructure.

- Housing options for elderly 

parents, dependent family 

members, or for a live-in 

caregiver.

- Creates jobs in the 

construction/renovation 

industry.

- Rental income for owners.



Official Plan 
Amendment No. 122

- Permits second units within 

residential areas.

- Prohibits second units 

within basements in flood 

plain areas.

- Must be smaller than 

primary dwelling unit.

- Limits exterior changes to 

heritage properties.

- Second unit in accessory 

building cannot be severed.

- Total number of lodgers 

must not exceed three.



Residential Areas and Limit of ERCA Regulated Areas



Zoning By-law 
Amendment

- Gives effect to Official Plan 

policies.

- Maximum size of a second 

unit is 40% of the area of the 

main building  or 100 m2

(1076 sq. ft.).

- Requires one parking space 

outside of core 

neighbourhoods  (i.e. east of 

Prince Rd, North of 

Tecumseh Rd, and west of 

Henry Ford Centre Dr / 

Cadillac St).



Maximum Gross Floor Area (GFA) of Second Unit

GFA of Entire

Residential Dwelling

Maximum GFA of

Second Unit

100 m2 (1,076 sq. ft.) 40 m2 (430 sq. ft.)

140 m2 (1,500 sq. ft.) 56 m2 (600 sq. ft.)

186 m2 (2,000 sq. ft.) 74 m2 (800 sq. ft.)

232 m2 (2,500 sq. ft.) 93 m2 (1,000 sq. ft.)

279 m2 (3,000 sq. ft.) 100 m2 (1,076 sq. ft.)



Core Neighbourhood Area


